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I Fire!
I June's exciting Ge neral'
~eeting will be~in at 7:00
p.m. on Mo.nday, rune 2., 1997~
at Glendale Federal Bank,
Community Room , 21 821
. evonshire Street, Chatswort
(one block east of Topang
Canyon Boulevard. I

Our program will begin a~
7:30 p.m. with a repres.e. ntati.ve
rom the Los Angeles City

" ire Department, speaking on
If·ssues import ant to SSl\r1PA

iembers,

This will be our last meeting

l
until September 9. .

I See ~ou there~

Strange Developments 1
Excerpted from the Daily News, 4/9/97 I

The Eagles Nest housing development company is suing actor (an~
Chatsworth High Schoo! graduate), Val Kilmer, because it contends he ha..
reneged on a deal to share a main access road that runs through undeveloped
'IChatsworth property Kilmer and his family own. In its lawsuit, the companyl
(through attorney Larry Rothst~in) claim~ th[:t as .a result ',if Kilmer's aClions~
the company cannot move forwar d With its plans to build at least 1G

lminiOn-dOllar homes... The case hinges on an easement -- a crucial access
lroad that would extend from Kilmer's property to the adjoining Eagles Nest.

land, a 43-acrc site at Andora Avenue and Valley Circle Boulevard. I
(ed. notenl : Claiming this land is undeveloped is like looking illtol

someone's mouth and saying it's undeveloped because none of the teeth have
,been removed.) (ed.note#2: I am involved with SSMPA because J realized thej
urgent need f or my personal involvement to combat threats like this {o 011

children 's heritage. How about you? Are you tired 0./ developers destroy i ng
what yOll value, pushing y ou around, and making you f eel powerless?
.Creating an active role for yourself in SSAJPA may lead to wondrou.

to actively help save our open space. I
- -=> ' _ . ._-_.~._---_ --.J

--- - -- ---.
110re Open Space Saved!

by Nancy Razanski, President, FPSSM

Thanks to the successful completion of the State Resources Agency Environmental Enhancement an
Mitigation Program grant, written en our behalf by Robert E. Baxter from CA State Parks Land Acquisition
Section in Sacramento, our Santa Susana Mountain Park Project will increase from its current 670.68 acres to
705.22 acres.

Mr. Baxter notified me by phone of the good news 011 Wednesday, May 7, 1997 and sent me the proje
nandings list. We were rated twentieth of 65 Southern California finalists. The cut-off was the top th i rt~
rejects. .

The acreage to be acquired consists of 27.23 acres of So~tll.ern Pacific.. ~ilroad ~,roperty and?.31 acres 0

Frank Retz's property near the Pass Road. These parcels, listed as #11 , #12, and # 13, stretch trom the Pas
Road to the eastern boundary of Chatsworth Park North, which connects to the railroad property in the back!
corner north of Chatsworth Street.

In addition to letters of support from SSMPA and FPSSM, letters of support were written by Susan Gerke
ofthe Chatsworth Conservation Coalition, Virginia Watson of the Chatsworth Historical Society, and Muriel,
Kotin of the Sill Fernando Valley Audubon Society. . . " . I

AUtransactions should be completed by f ebruary, 1998. . '~~ I
A -· ...:'\J(_. ..-er~ ,
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On April 20, five volunteers (John Sabol ,
101m Downey, George Busch, and Paul
Coffman & myself) spent the morning
cleartng a section of our Loop trail . I'm sure
those people who have hiked the loop since
~en have noticed a big difference in the
worked-on section of the trail!

Oh, yes! On the hike 011 May 11 , John
Sabol and our newest Board member, Jeff
~ohnston, worked on the trail as we hiked
along !

Since we can count on no help from the
State in trail maintenance, we arc completely
dependent on the good will of om volunteers.
If you are willing to give a few hours of your
time to help keep OUI trail open, please cal!
me at 818-347-5603 , and I'll ten you what you
can get in return.

TRAIL WORK
by Barbara Coffman

!Home Town PICnIC mMentryvillel

IA. Home Town Picnic in Mentryville " ill ~
held on Saturday, August 2, 1997 from 3:01.1j
p.m, to 8:00 p.m. This Santa Clarita Valleyl
event is family oriented and will indud~
barbeque, storytelling, children's games, music.1and dancing. Proceeds will be used for th9
estoration and furnishings in the Historic Picol

iCanyon Ghost Town. For more information]
tall the Friend" of Ivl:nt.lyfillc at 805-254-5272J

Andres pico p,.dobej
I

The San Fernando Valley Historical Society
.mites you to the Re-Dedication of the historic Il.

Vutdres Pico Adobe, 10940 Sepulveda Blvd., iI
Mission Hills on Sunday, June 8, 1997, toe

~
m. to 5:00 p.m. In addition to the Re-

.
.

'cation Ceremony, there will be tours of the
dobe, entertainment and refreshments and a-- .. -----~

After the acorn is shelled, it is ground into a fine flour an '
.s ready to have the tannin removed. The two necessary item
or the leaching are sand and water , so the preferred place t
each is stream-side . A mound of sand is made, with a shallo
oncave depress ion on the top. Next, the acorn flour is mix
'ith a large amount of water.

'hen the acorn flour is in proper suspension in the water, it i
lowly poured. over the concave sand mound until a thin layer
f water and flou.r covers the sand. This thin layer is allowed
o percolate into the sand, which acts as a filte r. At this stage

the tannin, which is an oil, clings to the sand and forms
rrier between the acorn flour and the sand. At this time, th

lour graduall y changes color, indicating its time to add mor
our/water. The leaching of each layer takes about a ha
our.

.The.oak tree produces acorns three times a year. Only th

5
hird crop is harvested since it produces the. largest number 0

rfect acorns. Acorn shells that are flawed are likely to be
ormy and hence, useless. The .gather~ crop is sheItere~ in .
ranary, The granary floor IS lined WIth wormwood WhICh 1

tn insect repellent. Thesides are covered

with pine boughs pointed down, so that the needles will repel
odents from climbing up the sides. The acorns can be
ccessed at any point by the cook by simply reaching i
hrough the boughs and taking out a handful. Intact acorn
an be stored up to five years due to the presence of tanni n i
he acorn which acts as a preservative. However , it is this
arne tannin that must be removed before the acorn can be

ten.

~EACH~G-TH;-A~ORN .
I by Barbara Coffman

I On Sunday, May 19th, I attended a special demonstration a
he Southwest Museum in Pasadena on the Indian process 0

corn leaching. The demonstration was performed by
humash Indian from Sat Wewa. I will try my best to

econstruct his narration.

When the leaching is finished. there is a coating of tanni
it left between the sand mound and the flour which prevents

the mixing of sand into the flour. After the flour is removed,
e layer of tannin can actually be rolled up. (A carefully

eached batch of acorn flour will not contain any sand.) Thi
.s a very lei surely process because the object is to produce a
ugha qual ity product as possible.

When the processing of the flour l>.as been completed, th

E
corn flfJUr is cooked. in one of three ways: mush, soup, 0

ncakes. The acorn flour is nutritionally an extremely good
bod rmd was the basic food source of the Chumas h.

- .. ._... . ,- - _. ~----_...-.I



Community Coordinating
- 1997 Awards Banquet

On Friday, May 16, 1997, three members of SS!v!P,
'Lind.say Wilhelm, James Riley, and Theodore Dent) were
onored with Certificates of Appreciation from eccc a

heir annual awards banquet. Present for the awards were .
ver 150 individuals, including State Senator Cathy
Vright, Assemblyman Tom McClintock, and many othe
otable individuals concerned with making our society
ork, Each of the individuals honored has donat

iundreds of hours of personal time and energy for th
nefit of others. CCCC seeks other nominees for next

years awards and can be reached by calling 360...0894.

~and Conservationfunding Bill " osAngeles .·City '15a?1
I. Your .support l~tter~ are need~ for a ~riority bili .nol Commissioners' Meeting

~
>fore tne State Legislature This bIli 1S Senate sm 2

(Senator Mike Thompso.. n). which places a $495 millio
rk and open-space bond.act on the 1998 ballot to fun

tate and local park acquisition and facility projects an he LA City Park Commissioners are scheduled to
. ppcn-space protection projects . Write a letter to Stat eet on Wednesday, June 18, 1997 at 3:00 p.m. a~i'

E
is enator Cathy Wright in Sacramento urging her t hatsworth Park South, Recreation C. enter. This coul .

upport this legislation. State park and open-space a great opportunity for each of us to interact with th
gencies have seen their land .acquisition budget commissioners and to find common ground on how to
lummet 80-90% since the 1980, . State Park's ability to ontinue to work toward completion of our pr:::J
elp fund local park projects has also declined 95% sine See you the re!

1981-82. These funding shortfalls prevent state agencies ............-------........-----­
nd non-profit groups from saving threatened open-space
ands, expanding recreational opportunities, and repairin

maged park faci lities. If you have additiona
uestions, call Nancy Razanski at 818-34 1-3512, Chuc
. Is of the Trust for Public Land at 916-557- 1673, 0

eview the text of this bin (and others) on the internet by
'siting the State Senate 's Home Page at http:/

vww.sen.ca.gov.

September's General Meet ing has been re-scheduled unti
he second Monday of the month, September 8, 199

ause of the Labor Day holiday. There will be n
eneral meetings during the months of July and August.
Iowever, you are invited to the Executive Boar
eetin gs, which will be held June 16, July 21, an
ugust 18. :

/FROiyfTHEARCHIVESby Albert Knight, Vice-Pres~.t SSMPA

I Surprise! The information for this month's FROM THE ARCHIVES comes from the records of Oakwood Memorial

~
ark (to which we extend our thanks), not those of the SSMPA'FPSSM. Oakwood Memorial Park is located at th

vestern -most end of Lassen Street in Chatsworth. There are several interesting histor ic sites in this area . There are
or example, the double row of olive trees between Topanga Canyon Boulevard and Farralone Avenue, east of t11

~
IeI. ltrance to the Memorial Park. These trees are listed. by the City of Los Angeles as Cultural-Historic Monument #49 .

•uother inter esting "site" is found at the 'western end of Lassen Street, just past the entrance to Oakwood. This privat
roperty is the site of the former Roy Rogers Ranch, which once included much of the area across from the entran

.0 the Memorial Park. Oakwood Memorial Park itself is listed as LA Cultural-Historical Monument #484, whil
~hatSW()rt111 Community Church, which is located on the grounds of the Memorial Park, is listed as L.A

ultural- Historical Monument #14. Also located on the grounds of the Memorial Park are the Miranda Adobe {extant
nd the former Stone Archway entrance, which was destroyed during the 1994 Northridge earthquake. Both of these
re lis ted as historical sites by the State of California. I visited the Memorial Park recently, to ask the Director, Mr.
orm an Ruppert a few questions about the history of the area in the vicinity of the Memorial Park (the Memoria
ark forms much of the southern boundary of the Santa Susana Mountains Project), One of the several interestin
ings that I asked about, was if the re was anyone of historical interest buried there. Mr. Ruppert mentioned th

verson family, including Joe .Iverson himself, are interred there. I thought that was/is pretty interesting. I was als
iven a short list of well-known entertainers, who not reside at Oakwood.. Although I am not familiar with the career.rf Stephen Boyd and Gloria Graham, as perhaps you are... I do remember Bob Crane, because I used to watc

~!.fogan's Heroes" (and because lone met Werner Klemperer) . I must say tha t 1was most pleased to see the names 0

, ...'red Astaire (and his wife Adele?) and Ginger Rogers . Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers... interred at Oabvooj
rv1emo~al Park?"? I do~'t know about you, but I'm going to. go and buy some nice flowers and go for a walk in th
rfl,.lemonal "rark and say "hello" to Fred and Ginger... and see if I can find other names of note ...

---_.~. _-_ ..........,--....... . - . , ," . '_._-_._.---'--~~



. -
S1.ia,gecoach Trail. :E£il5r..es ---I

. . I
SSJ\..1PA hikes are conducted every Sunday, October - June (except fifth Sundays of the month & rain-outr, arJ
ionally a problem) from the parking lot of .Chatsworth Park South Recreation Building, which is located. at in;1,

western terminus of Devonshire Street, about one mile west of Topanga Canyon Boulevard.

Hikers meet at 9:00 a.m. with the hike leader for the 4 mile (700 ft. gain) loop up the Stagecoach Trail. which is i~
. e hills west of the park. .Hikers are a~vised t~ b~ng wate.r and a snack in hike~'s b~ck pack or hip p<'.r.;k. Lug solei
noes or sturdy, closed shoes are advised as is the weanng of a hat. All hike leaders are kno' ,vledgeable and
experienced. . ' I

Barbara Coffman is the hike leader for the first Sundays of the month; Judy Garris on th~

,second Sundays; Lindsay Wiihelm on the third Sundays; and Lee Baum on the fourth Sundays. I
..Il

lOther Sirni Hills/ Sant~
!Susana Ml.ountains Hikes I

~
The sa.nta Monica Mounta.in:i

, onser~ancy (SMMC) an~

. foun tains Recre ati on an~

onservation Authority offer hike~

n an irregular basis at...Rock~
rk (SR i 18 at Chatsworth/Simf

Valley border); Sage Ran~l1 (118 01
101 to Topanga Canyon Blvd., West
n Roscoe or Plummer to Vallev
ircle to Woolsey Canyon Road

.Rocketdyne Road) to Blac
anyon Road); fuuUa_ .claIili!
, 1 ' I~ (r-$, Lyons,

~
est to Pico Canyon, left at. Y to en
f road), and IomJ.e.y~J.ljn~' !lL0ll~

I~5 , Calgrove, west on The Oi~

~
ad to Ed Davis Park, 1/2 mile to
rking area by kiosk). These hikes

re free. Please call Nancy a~
1310-~~9-3200, . extension 126 for.I

dd:t lOnal i nformat ion an4
equlrements. I

here are many hikesl
scheduled this ~nO~~h !I
IIknt~li ~mf <r;crtl 1illmltr~
bffers a comprehe nsi ve hike
chedule, including strenuous fives

He hikes on Sunday evenings atII
:00 from Reeky Peak trail -head.
or information call, Rancho Sim~

ecreation and Park District at 805~

584-44CO. I
IL.-..-....-- J

I__ J

San t a
S u s a n, a

~
Docents

he Santa Susana Docents
rovide Nature/History walks

~
I t Chatsworth Park South for
lementary school children.
• the walk, the childre

four five stations, including ,
~mal1 display of local

gifacts at the Visitors
enter. This program ha

n very well received by
undreds of children, an

f undreds more children coul
earn about the Santa Susana
fountains and the Simi Hills

.- ... if... we. had a couple 0

nore docents. If you have a~
eed to help others, have .

couple of hours free on ,
egular basis, and want som~
eally good times, this l~YI

• your great oPportumtYI
!knocking . For. morcl
r.nfonnation on becoming 2j
docent and joining the funi

t
haring your love of natur
-ith children, please call Pa
t 818-998-5224 or Jan a
,18-993-0508.

'e're user-friendly!

very Sunday (except July-Sept. and fifth
Sundays of the month) hike leaders takC'~

groups of approximately ten to thirty
.nterested .individuals, famil ies, and group

TI..1 hikes on the Stagecoach Trail. .The nee~
or additional hike leaders to be trained i
ways there. If you would like to become
ne of the few, the proud, the hike leader'l.
lease call Barbara Coffman at 818-347-

"603.

l'Visitors Cd;ter 'I

~
'he Visitor Center is open to everyone~1

Sundays from noon until 3:00 p.m., October
through June. The purpose of the Visitor

enter is to help educate, inform, an

I:J.lsp~re the public ~s to the special histO?cal/'
ISlgmfkance .and me natural beauty 01 the
larea. The Visitor Center's Docents' dntie~
~nclude answering questions from the
~ub1ic, encouraging visitors to sign the
j1?Uest list, and maintaining and securing th 1
oom, The Inspired Docents for the Visitor~

.enter are: I
1st Sunday of the Month Gretha Davis; 2n

Sunday of the Month Rodney Harding; 31'
,Sunday of the Month Catherine Roy; 4th Sunday

~
f the Month Irene Tonius; 5th Sunday of til'

. 'lontil Linda Stone; For information, call Greth
t 818-340-40 lJ

L .~~ !
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, Sl\IPA Facts &, Figtu' f3s I

umber of years the City of santal
'Iarita has been incorporated; I

10 -

Since incorporation, money spent O1J
ks, recreation facilities, and othe

infrastructure:

$110,000,000

1-----pn::01n\e~~--·-1

I I

~li:om"' Park, & Recreation.~en:ral information) ---- - - 818-88(\~35~ I
lahtorma Parks & Recreation eMERGENCY DISPATCH ---SIS-SSG-Wc;:, II·

~alifoTltla State Pa.-ks Foundation -:-.--- ---- -----.- - - - - 415-:58-::;5

I;nends of Californi a Parks (Laura Svendsgaard) --------------- &00-.500- 1:>01

~s Angeles City Councilman Hal Bernson (NR. office) .....-. 818-886-52 10

~or> Angeles City Park Headquarters (general information) ..,- 213-665-5188

~os Angeles City Park Headquarters (Ranger dispatch) ------0213-913-4147

~ongressmanHoward P. "Buck" McKeon (S.F.V.) --.---- .-....-- 818-885-1032

~ongrcssman Howard P. "Buck" McKeon (San Clarita) ---- 805-254-2111

I overnor Pete Wilson -..-....-- ---.....----••--...---..... ...- -- -- 213-897-0322

Istate Senator Cathie Wright ------------0>--._---.------ --..0-----800--458-8500

State Assemblyman Tom McClintock .._---....--.. _.-----~----.---- 818-368-3838

Frank M. Buda, Attorney At Law···-------..---~· --- --..--- ·~~--_·_--- 818..999-9871

William S. Abbey, Deputy Attorney Gen'l., State of CA __ 0- 213 -897-2604

~outhem Califor~ia Edison (general information) ..-------...- - 800-655-455 5 J

umber of the 21 missions in A111
[alifornia ~_ to be abandoned

1 (Santa Barbara)

___~~._J
~.&11~8 Al" 'iil~II~~~
IFor a map of the Rim of the valle~v
knd public parkland, call the San

Ionica Mountains Conservancy a
3IO~589-·3200_'-- . -1

A ..d «5wes lfjj ::£A~·t l
Fonald W. MurP~IY, Dlr~ctor, DC: Ul.ment of Parks and ~(,~reation; Box 942896; Sacramento CA 94296·(jOOl

lGovernor Pete Wilson, State Capitol, Sacramento CA 9) 814 I
/senator Cathie Wright (or your Senator), State Senate, Sacramento CA 958 14 I
rssemblY Tom Jv[CClintock (or your assemblyperson), State Assembly, Sacramento, CA 95814 I

t-s-nIN-uon
IA.r~T,,\\~ !V '\~~{lf\Am-~A;;;.\. Ihi.r \:\!\\ ~-i.Ca'\ 1',6."-\1' 5:' \ !- 'jA~{\fi\C\a'(-\ w.r;;i,A'( \,f';;.),,rr-:-q.',

~
"'U\,j"'l::J "U'i-\J'-.l~,.=. ....J~~ ~-.J~ ~:~j~~~) "'U::'~~..J'-l'Uj 9 ~~'U,j~~

nvesting in the future of our communities and its resources is probably one of the best expenditures of our time an
efforts. Please return this cutoff with your contributions. Please mail checks payable to SSfv:lPA. and mail to:

4, PII~ Bax t831, Chi orth, C4 D1313A 4831
~ 'Senior or Student ($5.00) Individual ($10 .00) Family (S I5 .00)

1 ... Business or Organization ($25.00) .. ... Life Member ($100.00)

INN'lIffi: PHONE:I ----.----------~-------.--'-~.-...-- -- - - -'-- - --~------.--'----.,--------

~AI)DRESS : _

kJTY/STATE/ZIP:1---- ---- - -----, . ---,------ ------ - - ----- - -- - - -----
i~.ECIAL INTERESTIEXPE!-TISE:--,---------------:=:::..-::.::;;.~..=:==::::=:::=_.:::::_- ---::::...J
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" ALEN.DAR-J.u-ne- I:S~y :-H~,;th Barlwa Colfn~;;'t ~,C~kSoulh at 9 00 am

J. 'NE·· June 2, Monday - General Membership Meeting (see art icle on front page)

\ ' I .. June 8. Sunday - Hike with Judy Garris, meet at Chatsworth Park South at 9:00 a.m.

~-'l

I
I1997 June 15, Sunday ~ Hike 'with Linday Wilhelm, meet at Cha tsworth Park South at 9:00 a.m. I

June 16, Monday ~ Executive Board Meeting, Glendale Federal Ban,~_, 7:00 p.m. I
I ~_ _"".~cL1Y - Hike with Lee Baum, ~eet ,~: Chatsworth Park South at 9.00 a,m.~1

[

reliminary Draft, Santa Susana Mountains Project - 4...28-97 I
(Excerpts from page one of 16 pages ) - (with thanks to Joanne Kerbava z)

...Public Resources Code. Section 5002.1 requires that an inventory of the scenic, natural , and cultural fea tures be
rovided to the State Park and Recreation Commission when classifying or reclassifying a unit of the State Par '

System. This Resource Summary has been prepared for ' the Commi ssion when they consider the naming an
lassification of the Santa SusanaMountains Project. ...' The inventory information 'NiH be used in the development 011
esource policies and resource management programs, and as background information for land use Planning~

iaintenance, interpretation, and operation .. In 1961, the California Department of Parks and Recreat ion (DPR)
.nvestigated potential acquisitions in the Santa Susana Pass and Simi Hills area . This Advance Planning memo found
he area unsuitable for the establishment of a State Park, largely because of the perceived limitations 0 11 recreational!
evelopment within the project In the 19705, there was increa sed community interest in creati ng a state park unit il~

the Santa Susana Mountains. In 1970 a group of advocates for a park formed the Santa Susana Mountain Par1d
s~~ation (SSMPA), In .1974 the Foundat ion for the Preservati?n of the Santa Susana MO~'ltains (FPSS.tv1) ~vas/

bstabnshed to accept donations and hold land. Both groups continue to work fOf.land acquisruon and p.rotectlOnj

~
semblY Concurrent Resolution 83 (l971) requested the DPR conduct a study of the feasibili ty of establishing a stat

ark, to be named Santa Susana State Park, in a larger area north of the City of Los Angeles, and in both Los Angele
nd Ventura Counties. Thi~ study recommended agai nst acquisitions t.o be adJ~ to the State Park system. ' ,but inst~a

rsuggcsted state assistance rof regional and local parks... In the late 1970s, DyR policy toward urban panes changc4
flramatically. The Department began actively pursuing potential park projects adjacent to urban areas, and available tel
~erve urban populations. The Santa Susana Mountains Project, with its distinctive natural, cultural and recreations !
~tr""S fit these new criteria. In addition, the acquisition had the active support of local park advocates . Dr

gan acqui ring land in the Santa Susana Pass area in 1979. The Department currently owns 670 acres in Los Angele
ounty. (For more information on the complete report, please contact Theodore Dent, at 818-882-4664.)

~'fZ1 :au.~~"Ilwr.sn r ""'C_ iAiISi 'JJIl:;l!I:!.II~ I! Q ~~-""""--------l

SSMPA Executive Board I
)oreen Rusen, President - JU8-360-Q?94 ; Albert Knight, Vice President - 818-252-3466; Theodord

em, Recording Secretary - 818-882-4664; Susan Gerke, Treasurer - 818-704-9304; Members-]
t-Large: Pauline Aue - 818-34 1-5872; Barbara Coffinan .- 818-347-5603; Judy Garris

818-340 ..0469; Jeff Johnston - 805-522-8662; Lindsay Wilhelm - 818-348-9682.

----- ----_.
Fdn. for the Preservation of the 5.S. Mtns.

Box 4831

ChatsworthCA 913i3-4 831

-----~Organizalion
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